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			Hi forum and Tracker team,



often I work with documents that can be thousands of pages long. Generally, not a problem at all with PDF-XChange Editor.



However, these work documents can represent entire case folders with dozens or hundreds of separate documents concatenated together into that one PDF file.



There, I very often have to search for occurrences of terms, however only in certain parts of the entire PDF document, for example in one of the many sub-documents that are contained in that 1,500 pages PDF work document, where that sub-document for example has only like 50 pages.



Until now, I have sort of worked around by keeping copies of key sub-documents in my work folder, and when looking for those search terms in that certain 50-pages sub-document of my 1,500-pages work-document, I open the respective sub-document in a separate PDF-XChange Editor window and look for the search term occurrences there.



However, and this is where it gets bad: now I am tempted to start highlighting, commenting and linking around the found search terms in that separate copy of the sub-document, instead of doing the highlighting, linking and commenting in the main work document (that also contains the sub-document).



If I instead want to do highlighting, commenting and linking of the found search terms in my main work document (which is definitely what I were supposed to do), I first have to change from the separate sub-document window over to the main work document window, and kind of manually look for the respective search term occurrences of my sub-document there once more, before I actually can do the commenting, linking, highlighting etc.



Therefore, it would be a killer feature if the PDF-XChange Editor "Search" function could be restricted not only to folders or documents, but also to certain page ranges, to certain selections of document thumbnails, or to document areas that are defined by a user selection of bookmarks -- the latter being shown in below screenshot:



[image: Image]

click to enlarge



I am aware that a bookmark does not represent an entire range of pages. Rather, a bookmark is only a pointer to a certain starting point somewhere in the document. However, this would be not a problem if the proposed "page range search function" simply would additionally select the next bookmark after a user selected range of bookmarks. This way, the page range that the user wants to search (by selecting one or more bookmarks) could easily be defined programmatically.





As always, thank you for considering,

and keep up the great work



Cheers David.P
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			Hi David,



Thanks for the post and suggestion, but I am afraid that we will have to turn this one down. It will add just too much complexity to provide a feature that will only be useful in very specific scenarios. Also  - the search pane is already showing the results' pages - so it's quite easy to see if the found result is in the range you need. And you've already found an alternative - to search the smaller subset (if you don't want to keep them as separate files you can "extract pages" - perform your search on the extract and then just don't save it [image: ;)] ).



Regards,

Stefan
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			Thanks Stefan for your fast reply,


Tracker Supp-Stefan wrote:the search pane is already showing the results' pages - so it's quite easy to see if the found result is in the range you need


Yes, but this is rather difficult if you have documents with hundreds or thousands of pages, and your search term turns up thousands of times in the entire document, however only 20 times in the desired page range.



In this case, the results list in the search pane can be like "kilometres" long, and it is almost impossible to keep an overview about whether you are still inside your desired page range or not. Also, you cannot cycle through your search occurrences by simply pressing the up or down keys on the keyboard, because if you do that, you keep falling out of the desired range and keep losing track where you are in the document.



As described, the separate document (or extract pages) approach is detrimental because this way, it is nearly impossible to keep all your highlighting and commenting in the main document where it belongs.



Therefore, I'd really like to uphold my feature request, maybe for the medium to long-term development.



I'd also appreciate possible comments of other users who are working with long documents that represent entire work cases.



Regards 

David
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			HI David,



I can see your point, but as I said - it's only usable in some extreme scenarios, and with the current workload on our devs - I don't see this approved even as a long term feature request. So lets see if anybody else would like to post their opinion on such a feature and we will try to review our decision then.



Regards,

Stefan
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			Yes let's see if there will be other votes on this.

Regards

David
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													If posting files to this forum, you must archive the files to a ZIP, RAR or 7z file or they will not be uploaded.

Thank you.



Best regards



Will Travaglini

Tracker Support (Europe)

Tracker Software Products Ltd.

http://www.tracker-software.com
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