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			Hi,



for extracting text contained in pdf files I use the following method:


Code: Select all
public override List<String> ExtractText(String pathToFile) {
      List<String> result = new List<String>();

      if (File.Exists(pathToFile)) {
        try {
          IntPtr pBuffer = IntPtr.Zero;
          int objectPtr = 0;
          int ln = 0;
          int res = 0;
          int m_PagesCount = 0;
          XCPro40_Defs.PXP_TETextComposeOptions m_TextComposeOptions;

          string strBuffer = "";

          res = XCPro40_Defs.PXCp_Init(out objectPtr, XCPro40_Defs.g_RegKey, XCPro40_Defs.g_DevCode);
          if (!PXCp_Error.IS_DS_FAILED(res)) {
            res = XCPro40_Defs.PXCp_ReadDocumentW(objectPtr, pathToFile, 0);
          }
          else {
            throw new InvalidOperationException("Error reading document: " + PXCp_Error.GetDSErrorString(res));
          }

          XCPro40_Defs.PXCp_GetPagesCount(objectPtr, out m_PagesCount);
          if (PXCp_Error.IS_DS_FAILED(res)) {
            throw new InvalidOperationException("Error getting page count: " + PXCp_Error.GetDSErrorString(res));
          }

          res = XCPro40_Defs.PXCp_ET_Prepare(objectPtr);
          res = XCPro40_Defs.PXCp_ET_GetCurrentComposeParams(objectPtr, out m_TextComposeOptions);

          m_TextComposeOptions.ComposeMethod = XCPro40_Defs.PXP_TE_TextComposeMethod.TETCM_PreserveOrder;
          m_TextComposeOptions.AddSpaces = XCPro40_Defs.PXP_TE_AddSpaces.TEAS_Single;
          m_TextComposeOptions.Undecoded = XCPro40_Defs.PXP_TE_UnecodedCharacters.TEUC_KeepOriginal;

          try {
            for (int k = 0; k < m_PagesCount; k++) {
              res = XCPro40_Defs.PXCp_ET_GetPageContentAsTextW(objectPtr, k, ref m_TextComposeOptions, out pBuffer, ref ln);
              strBuffer = Marshal.PtrToStringUni(pBuffer, ln);
              strBuffer = strBuffer.Replace("\0", "");

              // split page content in lines and add to result
              if (!string.IsNullOrWhiteSpace(strBuffer)) {
                string[] pageContent = System.Text.RegularExpressions.Regex.Split(strBuffer, "\r\n");
                foreach (var line in pageContent) {
                  if (!string.IsNullOrWhiteSpace(line)) {
                    result.Add(line.Trim());
                  }
                }
              }
            }
          }
          catch (System.Exception ex) {
            if (PXCp_Error.IS_DS_FAILED(res)) {
              throw new InvalidOperationException("Error extracting text: " + PXCp_Error.GetDSErrorString(res), ex);
            }
          }
          finally {
            pBuffer = IntPtr.Zero;
            XCPro40_Defs.PXCp_ET_Finish(objectPtr);
            XCPro40_Defs.PXCp_Delete(objectPtr);
          }
        }
        finally {
        }
      }

      return result;
    }



For a lot of pdf files it works as expected, but for some files it doesn't.

The result looks very strange.

Example:
Code: Select all
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What could cause this problem?



@support: Please contact me so I can send you such a pdf file having confidential content.



Thank you!



Best regards,

cew


			
			
									
																
						


		


				
						
				
				Top
			
					

		
		

	


				
		

			
				


																[image: User avatar]														

								Tracker Supp-Stefan
							

							Site Admin
	Posts: 17853
	Joined: Mon Jan 12, 2009 8:07 am
	Location: London
	
				Contact:
				
					
						Contact Tracker Supp-Stefan
					
					
						


						
																																								
																	
										Website									
																	

																					

					

				

			



		
						

						
						Re: Extracted text contains garbage
		


														
							
								Quote
							
						


							
						
									
						Post
					
								by Tracker Supp-Stefan » Tue Apr 23, 2013 1:38 pm
			

			
			
			
			Hello cew,



Most likely the font(s) in that file are not fully embedded or the text is reprsented as curves only, and in those cases text extraction is not possible. You can test yourself with another (end user) product and see if you can extract text from this file manually. I suspect the result would still be garbled. If you are however able to extract text with other means - do send us a sample file to support@pdf-xchange.com with a link back to this topic.



Best,

Stefan
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			Hello Thomas,



Thanks for the e-mail and sample file. I've already replied to the e-mail, but including the reply here for future reference. 

The sample file you provided uses predefined table to map multibyte characters to unicodes, and the PDF-Tools SDK does not support them for now. We are working on a new V5 of the same SDK, and it will handle such files properly. In the mean time please consider using the TextOperations sample in the Viewer SDK.



Best,

Stefan
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