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			Hi,

working with PDFs containing engineering or business documents often entails working with tables of data. Since PDF does not have a native table representation, the process of trying to extract information from these tables is very tedious.

I am aware of the export to excel feature, but I find the results of it often have no resemblance to the original table, especially if this table contained invisible column / row grid lines or a mixture of visible and invisible grid lines.



To improve the export quality, a "table annotation" tool could be implemented. The user would select the number of rows and columns in the properties of the tool and draw a rectangle over the area of the table that should be extracted.

The tool then creates an overlay of a table with the chosen row/column counts and the user can drag the grid lines to coincide with the table in the document.

Using the export to excel feature now uses the table annotations in the document to divide the text into rows and columns. The results will still be much easier to obtain than manual copy and paste of each cell.

Multi-column or multi-row cells are not essential for the tool as this task can later be performed in Excel. The opposite - splitting cells that are merged by the current algorithm - is much harder, which is why the export tool currently is not very helpful. Saving the table annotations to the document would not be required, but might be helpful if technically possible.



Thanks for a great pdf editor.

Chris
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			Hello Chris,



Many thanks for your post and suggestion.

I will pass it to the person working on the Export to Excel feature.



For the moment you can "force" the table recognition by drawing the needed lines yourself (I am using rectangles that I then flatten).

So if your table is not recognized correctly - add visible separators and then flatten them - and the conversion should get much better!



Regards,

Stefan
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